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Dakota County 
Multifamily Recycling Program
Elizabeth Logas, Environmental Specialist



What does 
Multifamily 
mean?

County Ordinance 110, 

Section 2.58

Dakota County multi-unit residential 
building definition: 

Any building with four or more 
residential units



Multifamily Recycling
Program 
• Free educational tools and 

resources

• Free common area 
containers, tote bags, labels, 
kitchen clings, recycling 
guides, and on-site 
education

• Up to $10,000 in value



Recycling Tote Bag



County and city staff are available to assist 
with planning, setup, and education

Arbors at Ridges assisted living, Burnsville MN

Bins, labels, education



Ordinance 110, Solid Waste Management 

Property owners and managers of 
multifamily properties are responsible for 
complying with these requirements:

1. Have recycling service 
(.1CY/unit/week)
2. Recycle designated materials
3. Co-locate recycling with trash 
containers
4. Label containers
5. Provide recycling education

Cambrian Commons, Rosemount MN



Recycling Service 
Requirement

• Sufficient capacity 
• No overflow

• 0.1 CY/unit/week minimum 
• 20 gallons/unit/week equivalent

Covington Court Apartments, West St. Paul MN



Where does it go?



How does recycling work?

Materials Recovery Facility (MRF)



WHY DOES 
RECYCLING 

MATTER?
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Making a bottle from recycled glass 
takes 50% less ENERGY

A national recycling rate of 30% reduces 
greenhouse gas EMISSIONS equal to 

taking 25 million cars off the road 
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37,000 jobs in Minnesota
 totaling $1.96 billion in wages

Each year, 2.5 million tons of material 
collected worth $690 million
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1 ton of mixed paper = 
17 trees

1 ton of recycled steel = 
2,500 lbs ore, 
1,400 lbs coal 

120 lbs limestone



Top 10 Items in Our Trash
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Yard waste

Recyclable paper

Cardboard and paper bags

Diapers & hygeine products

Textiles and Leather

Wood

Plastic bags and film plastic

Plastic products not used for packaging

Compostable paper (tissues, napkins)

Food

Compost
Take to a drop-off site
Put in your recycling cart
Put in your trash 



Recycle Right: Help make sure 
our recycling gets recycled



What can be recycled?
The simple list

Empty and Dry 
Loose in recycling cart/dumpster



Paper & cardboard



Paper: No’s

Shredded paper

Plates and cups

Napkins, paper towels,    
and tissues



Glass

Glass No List:

 Ceramics

 Drinking glasses & dishes

 Mirrors



Cartons



Plastics



Plastic No List:

Plastic bags

Styrofoam

Black plastic



Do not bag recyclables

Instead: 

• Empty recyclables out of the 
plastic bags directly into the 
recycling cart or dumpster

• Place plastic bags in the trash 
(not the recycling)



KEEP IT 
LOOSE



Bulky Waste Options

• Property managers: 
• Certified Recycling pickup by appt.
• Curbside recycling discount 

(Memorial Day – Labor Day)
• Share County e-news with residents

• Residents:
• City cleanup days
• Mattress recycling coupons
• What Goes Where booklet
• Recycling Guide (online)
• Reduce/reuse map



§ Avoid “wish-cycling” – when in doubt, throw it out

§ Empty and dry containers (“spoon clean”)

§ Keep caps on
- Items smaller than a fist are too small to recycle

§ Flatten boxes 

Other reminders…



Recycling Guide: 
www.dakotacounty.us



Thank you!

Elizabeth Logas

Environmental Specialist

Dakota County

For more information and 
resources visit: 

www.dakotacounty.us
search “business recycling”

http://www.dakotacounty.us/

