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HOA Enforcement: Mechanisms, 
Strategies, and Best Practices

u Why Enforcement Matters
u Legal Authority
u What Can Be Enforced
u Due Process
u Enforcement Mechanisms
u Common Pitfalls
u Enforcement Tips
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Why Enforcement Matters

u Protects property values
u Ensures fairness and consistency
u Builds credibility and homeowner trust
u Prevents escalation of violations
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Foundation & 
Legal Authority

u Minnesota Law – MCIOA 
u Governing Documents

u Articles
u Declaration
u Bylaws
u Rules and Regulations
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What Can Be Enforced?

uArchitectural Guidelines
uNoise and Nuisance
uPet Restrictions
uParking Rules
uLeasing Requirements
uOther Health and Safety
uAnything else authorized by the Declaration
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Due Process: The Golden Rule

u Notice         Opportunity to Cure         Opportunity to Appeal          Enforcement

uWhy this protects both the HOA and homeowner
uRisks of skipping steps (e.g., lawsuits, bad optics)
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Enforcement Mechanisms

u Soft Enforcement – reminders and informal contact

u Administrative Enforcement – fines, suspension of privileges 

u Legal Enforcement – liens, collection, court action

u Self Help – requires specific authority
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Fining Policy Best Practices

uAll fines must be reasonable
u aggregate vs individual fines

uPre-set fine schedules
uProper notice and appeal procedure
uAvoid “gotcha” enforcement
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Common Enforcement Pitfalls

u Unauthorized rules
u Enforcement of unwritten rules
u Skipping notice or hearings
u Retaliatory enforcement
u Personal bias in enforcement
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Enforcement Tips

uDocument everything
uViolation tracking logs
uEnforcement letter templates
u Internal/board compliance policy
uAttorney review protocols
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Thank You!

Aaron M. Brooksby
abrooksby@sjjlawfirm.com
(763)285-7686
© 2025 Smith Jadin Johnson PLLC
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